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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a sliding 
member which is excellent in lightweightness, wear 
characteristic and durability and allows the remarkable 
improvement in fuel cost when applied to valve lifter COPYRIGHT: (C)2002.JPO 
shims of, for example, engine valve motion mechanisms. 

SOLUTION: The sliding member is composed of a 



sintered silicon nitride compact of 12 to 55% in the 
ratio of particles having a minor axis diameter of ^5 in 
sectional structure and 21.5 ^m in the average minor 
axis diameter of the particles of a matrix segment where 
the particles having the minor axis diameter of ^5 yfn are 
removed. 
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